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1.0       Toolangi social camp cancelled/postponed (19th-21st March)

We regret to inform those people who were interested in the Toolangi social camp that we in fact must postpone this camp to a later date. The septic (sewage) system of the place we were planning to stay at has backed up, and to be honest i don’t think anyone would be too keen on staying up on the property in its current state!

We hope to hold the camp in a few weeks time- rest assured we will keep you up to date with any new plans.

2.0         A successful first BBQ

We would just like to take this chance to thank everyone who attended, help run or organise our first BBQ for 2010. Not only was this the first proper event that has been run by the new committee, this was probably the largest BBQ the society has held in its history. 

Apologies to those who had to wait long periods of time food – we actually got far more people that attended this BBQ than we anticipated. Food ran out periodically, and we had to send people to get some more, but those who stuck around did eventually get their well deserved feed! 

A small crowd of relaxed bio society students, some perfect weather, and a distinct lack of post BBQ food poisoning has led us to believe this event was quite successful. Here’s to many more successful events throughout 2010! 

In order for us to gauge a better idea of numbers for future events i strongly urge everyone to join to biological society Facebook group. As well as more up-to-date information with events, it makes networking with other students interested in biology much easier.

Facebook Page  –  http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/group.php?gid=5414408187&ref=ts 

            3.0       Replanting in the Jock Marshall Reserve

There will be a day of replanting at the Jock Marshall Reserve (on the Clayton campus of Monash University), organised by Ross Thompson. We will kick off at 10am, a BBQ lunch will be provided, and we will finish up at around 4pm. If you want to get involved, please register by the 22/03/2010, as we need to know numbers in advance for catering.

When: Sunday 28th March, 10am - 4pm

Where: Jock Marshall Reserve Monash University.

Cost: Free

How to register: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dG5hMC1IcjVsd3MwUTJ0d3hKZkwzcVE6MA 

            4.0  Nest Boxing in Benalla: Regent Honeyeater Project

Hello everyone,

I'm writing to invite you to join us for a marvellous experience checking our nest boxes for Squirrel Gliders and Brush-tailed Phascogales.

The excitement of seeing these beautiful little creatures is enough in itself for most people, but your efforts will also collect valuable research data that helps us further refine our habitat restoration work.

So come with your friends and have a great time in the fine scenery of the Lurg Hills near Benalla!

Hope to see you soon,

Ray Thomas. 

Each year, the Regent Honeyeater Project monitors nest boxes in the Lurg Hills, checking for use by Squirrel Gliders, Sugar Gliders and Brush-tailed Phascogales. There are also an extra 30 nest boxes in areas with heavy mistletoe infestations, where we will be checking for Brush-tailed and Ring-tailed Possums. 

The Monash University Biological Society will be going up on the weekend of the 16/4/2010 - 18/4/2010.

Accommodation will be at the Benalla Scout Hall. Transport will be carpooling, leaving from Monash University on Friday 16th April at 5pm. We will need to carry ladders to reach some nest boxes, so cars with roof racks are preferred. 

Please supply your own food for breakfast on Saturday, lunches on Saturday and Sunday, and food for a BBQ Saturday night at the Old Lurg School. 

When: 16/4/2010 - 18/4/2010, leaving from Monash University at 5pm on the 16th. 

Where: Lurg Hills, just outside of Benalla 

Cost: Free 

How to register: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEtYTVEtRHQxdktmT3pmOC0yMldDanc6MA  

Please note: Nest boxing is also running this coming weekend (20/21 March) 

Contact Ray Thomas if you are interested as we will not be organising this particular weekend,

ray@regenthoneyeater.org.au 

            5.0    Employment opportunity: Internship with Australian Wildlife Conservancy

  The Australian Wildlife conservancy is offering an internship to work in south-eastern Australia. Internships represent an exciting training program that introduces budding conservation biologists to a variety of sanctuaries and a broad range of conservation issues. They are unique in being predominantly field based, providing interns with experience in a diversity of flora, fauna, field techniques, and monitoring methods. Interns will also gain experience working as part of a team in remote and often challenging conditions.

Training program

The AWC Field Ecology Intern Program will:

• Expose Interns to a diversity of flora and fauna across a broad range of Australia’s ecosystems (e.g. arid zone, the Mallee, and the tropics).

• Provide the Intern with training in a wide variety of field techniques including:

· a range of survey and trapping techniques,

· capture and handling of many different types of animals,

· specialist skills such as blood sampling and radio‐tracking,

· animal husbandry ,

· plant collection and herbarium preparation, and

· vegetation surveys

The intern will spend six months spread between Scotia, Kalamurina, Buckaringa and Yookamurra Sanctuaries.

More information:

http://www.australianwildlife.org/images/file/employment/AWC%20intern%20programme%20(Southeast%20only)%20100217.pdf 

Please Note applications for this amazing program close April 30th 2010.

            6.0       Environment and Social Justice Week

Environment and Social Justice Week will now be running in week 5 of semester, from 29th March to 1st April. Events are still being finalized, but here is an idea of a few of the events for the week:

Monday – Climate Day

Monash University Earth Hour – switch off as many lights, computers, other electrical items as possible. Join us on the Menzies lawn to let Monash University know we want them to commit to a sustainable future.

Film screening during Free Food Monday

Dumpster Diving

Tuesday – Biodiversity Day

Come to a sustainable BBQ and learn about International Year of Biodiversity.

Wednesday – Fairtrade Day

Fairtrade Easter Egg Hunt!

Fairtrade Coffee appreciation gathering

Thursday – DIY Day

·        Sewing workshop

·        Bike maintenance workshop

·        Gardening/propagation workshop

·        Meet and Greet. Come and meet other people interested in environmental and social justice issues. 

Sustainable food and drinks provided.

***we will pass on a proper schedule of events as soon as they are finalised by the Environment and Social Justice Collective (ESJC)

Facebook event page:

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=100902899749#!/event.php?eid=374983806599&index=1 

               7.0    Ivanhoe Bat nest box monitoring


An ongoing project monitoring bat nest boxes in Ivanhoe is requiring volunteer assistance.

The next bat box check in Ivanhoe is THIS Saturday 20 March (these are carried out monthly so anyone can come along and help at each monthly meeting).

It is in Wilson Reserve, on the north bank of the Yarra, Melway 31 G10

Meet at 9 a.m. in the carpark at the south end of Irvine Rd, Ivanhoe.

Takes about 90 minutes to check the 20 boxes, and another 90 or so to assess the bats. 

Bat handling is only for people with rabies vaccinations to protect them from the bat lyssavirus.

The project is being managed by a guy called Robert Bender. 

Please let Robert know if you are planning to go at : rbender@netlink.com.au

## apologies to those who missed the first newsletter; we had not digitised all our email sign up lists in time to send it out ##.
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