Monash Biological Society 

Newsletter 14.0


1.0 ESJC & Biol Soc Trivia Night

The Environmental Social Justice Collective and the Biological Society are joining forces once again to bring you Trivia Night 2011! Be prepared to battle it out on Wednesday, 14th September at Sir John's Bar from 6:30-10:30pm.This year the money raised will go towards the Monash Uni Community Farm project for a shed. Tickets will be available on the night at the door, $13 each with 5 people per table. 

Food and drink will be provided with each table getting 2 jugs of beer and 2 bowls of chips!!!! So grab your friends and come along for a great time this Wednesday night!!


http://www.msa.monash.edu.au/events/esjc-biol-soc-trivia-night


2.0 Platypus volunteer opportunities! 
Josh Griffiths and Tom Kelly are from Cesar Consultants and conduct regular surveys of platypus populations around Melbourne. If you are interested, the details of the next few surveys are detailed below. 

To volunteer, just email your details to Tom Kelly at tkelly@cesaraustralia.com or to Josh Griffiths at jgriffiths@cesarconsultants.com.au and ask them to add you to the volunteer list. You'll need to fill out a volunteer form before you can go along, which they'll email to you:

Hi everyone, 

With all the rain we are getting it is hard to determine survey locations in advance. Planned surveys over the next few weeks will either be located in eastern or western Melbourne. Planned surveys are:

Wed 14/9/11 - Eastern Melbourne - location TBA
Tues 20/9/11 - location TBA
Thurs 22/9/11 - location TBA

If you would like to volunteer for the upcoming surveys, please let me know asap (indicating which night you would like to participate)

Due to logistic difficulties with transport, accommodation and equipment we can only take 1-2 people each night. Please note that surveys are weather dependent and dates may be changed or cancelled at the last minute due to rainfall and flow rates. 

A typical survey night involves departure from Parkville at 10-11am to travel to survey location, nets set at 5-6 sites during the afternoon, regular checks of all nets throughout the night and process any animals, at dawn nets have a final check and are packed up, return to Parkville by mid-late morning (unless another survey night is scheduled). Accommodation can be variable so please check with me what you need to bring.

All volunteers MUST have read and understood the Duty Statement and have filled out a Volunteer Registration form (both attached). The volunteer form can be filled out emailed back without a signature. 

Available spots will be filled on a first in first served basis. Surveys will continue throughout spring with 1-3 nights of trapping most weeks so there will be plenty of opportunities. Please DO NOT commit to a night if you think you may be unable to attend. This causes logistical difficulties for us and deprives another person from the opportunity. I will try give as many people as possible the opportunity to participate throughout the season. I am a strong advocate of giving students experience in the field and I understand it may be a requirement for some courses.

Feel free to contact myself or Josh for any extra info. We will try to get back to you as soon as possible.

Cheers,

Tom Kelly
Consultant - Wildlife Ecology



3.0 Mid Semester Break- Cactus Injecting Trip

We’re having another Cactus Injecting Weekend in the mid-semester break (exact dates to come). We carpool there, carpool back, and all food is provided. It’s a great weekend and really, how often do you get to spend a weekend injecting cactuses with lethal poison? Plus it’s helping protect our unique Australian environment! (But mainly it’s seriously fun.) We'll be providing more information and sign up sheets at an upcoming BBQ.


4.0  Regent Honeyeater Project Tree Planting Weekends - LAST CHANCE
 The last weekend the Biological Society is going down to help out the Regent Honeyeater Project this semester is on the 17th and 18th September.

The weekend is run by the Regent Honey Eater Project, who are very experienced at running this event. It is a good opportunity to meet with a range of specialists including, zoologists, botonists and bird experts which often volunteer at this event. The project site can he found here.

You will have to bring your own food for the Friday night, Saturday and Sunday breakfast as well as lunch for Saturday. We will be carpooling up at around 5pm on the Friday and returning late on the Sunday. If you are unable to make it the whole weekend we may be able to cater for you if other people are in the same boat. 

Click Here to Register and send any enquires to enquiries@biologicalsociety.com.au.
