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01. Science Industry Night - Tomorrow Night!
 

With guest speaker Professor Tim Flannery, the Australian of the Year for 2007 starting the night at 6pm in C1.

Employers and Monash alumni share their knowledge about job for Science graduates, in Bld 25.

FULL RUNDOWN OF NIGHT BELOW:
6.00 -- 7:10pm
Building 63, C1
Confirm registration -- Bring Monash student ID card
Welcome: Prof Rob Norris, Dean Faculty of Science
Keynote Speaker: Professor Tim Flannery, 2007 Australian of the Year
Keynote Title: Career paths for science graduates

7.30 -- 9.30pm
Building 25
6 x Concurrent industry panels (S2, S3, S4)
Networking and light supper (foyer)

Details of Panels:

7.20 -- 7.50pm - Concurrent Industry Panels A

Biological and Life
- Brett Lane and Associates
- Conservation Volunteers
- Department of Primary Industries (DPI)
- Monash Water Studies Centre

Earth and Environmental Sciences
- Bureau of Meteorology
- Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE)
- Golder Associates
- Teach for Australia

Mathematical and Computational Sciences
- Bureau of Meteorology
- Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO)
- Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO)
- National Australia Bank


8.00 -- 8.30pm - Concurrent Industry Panels B

Biomedical Sciences
- Melbourne Pathology
- Servier Australia
- Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine
- Victorian Transplantation and Immunogenetics Service

Earth and Environmental Sciences [repeat of session A]
- Bureau of Meteorology
- Department of Sustainability and Environment (DSE)
- Golder Associates
- Teach for Australia

Physical and Chemical Sciences
- Dairy Innovation
- Genesis Now
- Monash Water Studies Centre
- Orica / Dulux

8.30 -- 9.30pm
Building 25, foyer
Networking and Light Supper
02. Planting Weekends
Biol Soc has been getting Monash students involved in the revegetation efforts of the Regent Honeyeater Project, in Victoria's Goulburn-Broken region, for over a decade now and every year it proves a rewarding experience.

So far in 2009 we have been involved in the planting of over 4500 trees! And with three weekends to go we're looking at one of our biggest years ever!

 

Check out the photo's on the event page to see what it's like - http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=7738178&id=765245051&ref=nf#/event.php?eid=123133438936
 

The details:

· Accommodation is free! Staying in the Benalla Scout hall. 

· Transport: Biol Soc will be arranging carpools up on the friday evening before each event and contributing to the cost of fuel petrol to get you there! (applies to members only) 

· Food: Byo + we will be 5mins away from shops in Benalla

The dates: 

 

We have Biol Soc contingents attending each of the three remaining planting weekends:

2) 22nd and 23rd August

3) 5th and 6th September

4) 19th and 20th September

 

How do I sign up?
Vist our volunteering page and follow the links to the handy online registration forms: http://www.biologicalsociety.com.au/volunteering.html
 

See you in the field! 

MUBS Committee

  

03. Volunteer - Assistant Field Biologist - Andean Bears (Ecuador)
  

Help with the collection of radio telemetry data in the field for a ground-breaking project tracking Spectacled Bears in the mountains, cloud forests and páramo of northern Ecuador.  South America´s only bear species, Tremarctos ornatus, is classed as “vulnerable” due to habitat loss and hunting (farmers illegally kill bears which eat their maize).  This scientific research project run by biologist and bear expert Armando Castellanos is investigating the ranges and habits of the Andean bear.  With this information we will create a land management plan to avoid human-conflict in agricultural areas.  

  

Andean bears are timid, solitary creatures living in dense cloud forests and are rarely seen by humans.  Despite being large mammals, little is known about them.  Your volunteer work here will extend the world’s understanding of the bears´ ecology and behaviour in the hope of saving them from extinction.  

  

This volunteer position is a fantastic opportunity for biology students to gain practical experience in the field.  For those wanting a career in conservation biology or mammal monitoring, participating in this internationally-respected project will provide valuable data collection experience.  

Contact details - Volunteers must be patient, adaptable, healthy and fit enough to walk at altitude in variable weather conditions. Volunteer positions are currently available for November 2009 or any time in 2010. For more information and to apply, write to bearsecuador@yahoo.co.uk, quoting reference ENBioAug09.  

  

04. Employment - Postdoctoral Scientist - Marine Community Ecology
 

Postdoctoral Scientist - Florida International University, North Miami - Marine Community Ecology/Behavioral Ecology

Associate Professor Mike Heithaus seeks a postdoctoral scientist in the area of marine behavioral or community ecology at Florida International University's Biscayne Bay Campus. There is considerable freedom in the research program and the successful candidate will be expected to develop independent research projects and collaborate on writing grant proposals.  Potential areas of research include (but are not limited to) factors influencing habitat use and movement patterns of large marine vertebrates, the role of non-consumptive effects and trait-mediated indirect interactions in marine communities,  the importance of state-dependent decisions in community dynamics, and the ecological role of predators. 

 

The successful candidate can work at long-term field sites in the Florida Coastal Everglades or Shark Bay, Western Australia, conduct laboratory or theoretical investigations, or at their own or new field sites.  This is a research position, but opportunities to gain undergraduate teaching experience are available if desired.

 

For more information or to apply contact Mike Heithaus (heithaus@fiu.edu). To apply, send a letter, CV, statement of research interest, and contact details for three references willing to write letters.

 

Requirements: PhD in related field. Candidates with strong theoretical, mathematical, computational, and/or statistical skills are especially encouraged to apply. 

  

05. Employment - Administrative Support - Acacia Environmental
Administration Support - Acacia Environmental Management P/L

Reference #: J9X 

Acacia's hands on conservation team needs another member... this time in administration support. You will finally be able to utilise your strong eye for detail and high level organisational skills for an environmental cause. 

  

We are looking for a clear minded, organised person who will support our administration and book keeping section. You will be able to follow instructions and will bring excel experience to the role. Your positive personality, initiative and great communication skills will make you a valued part of our team. We will provide informal and formal MYOB training.

 

You will start as a casual employee on an hourly rate of $22 in our Warrandyte South office. Your hours of work will be approximately 9:30am - 3:00pm about 3 days per week initially with the potential to move to 5 days per week as you take on greater responsibility. 

 

Salary - Causal $22 per hour

Contact Details - Send CV / queries to janine@acaciaenvironmental.com 

  

06. Employment - 2010 Graduate Program – Launch your career!
Full Time Ongoing 

Salary: $39,000 - $50,083 + super. 

· $6K learning & development budget each year 

· Opportunities for postgraduate study 

· $39,000 - $50,083 + 9% super. 

Completed your degree within the last four years? Launch your career surrounded by industry experts within a supportive & challenging environment. 

  

Enjoy a program designed to develop you personally, whilst providing the scope to guide your career.  We offer a broad range of experience where you will be surrounded by industry experts within a supportive and challenging environment.  

  

Positions within the 2010 Graduate Program: 

· Plant Physiologist—Plant Productions Systems 

· Ag Vet Chemical Project Officer  

· Biosecurity and Climate Change Scientist —Vector Biology 

· Soil Carbon Scientist 

· Farm Water Extension Officer 

· Better Services to Farmers Delivery Officer 

· Invertebrate Fisheries Scientist 

· Biosecurity Officer 

· Fire Management Project Officer (5 positions) 

· Natural Resource Management Project Officer (5 positions) 

· Business Innovation and Communications Project Officer  

· Planning and Urban Design Project Officer 

Relevant degree areas include agriculture, rural science, agribusiness, science, environmental science, forestry, natural resource management, social science, planning, business, marketing & communications, or a related area.  

  

To be eligible you must have graduated from your most recent undergraduate degree within the last four years and be an Australian or New Zealand citizen or an Australian permanent resident.  

  

For general enquiries about the Graduate Program please contact Ros Taylor on 03 5624 2275. Applications close 5.00pm (AEST) Friday 21 August 2009. 

 

 

07. TOES Green Teams program
Hey guys, cool opportunity to work within Monash (From Cathy at TOES - The office of environment and sustainability).

 

Dear All,

I am developing a Green Teams program at Monash.

The concept is a four week course to be run by students for students, supported and resourced by the office of environmental sustainability.

The focus is on reducing environmental footprints in a practical way. So saving water, reducing energy and waste, consumption and food.

The course would be a series of workshops, skills sharing - not lecture style. The fourth session is a train the trainer session so the participants then go on to run their own course.

If you would like to be involved in developing this project from the outset, or becoming a trainer for this project (or both) please let me know. 

There are opportunities now to:

* Contribute to the course content and help establish / create resources. 

* Help develop the recruitment strategy

* Learn more about and share own experience about experiential learning techniques.

I also have some opportunities to help with some communication projects and greening up sport.

Please respond to cathy.gibson@adm.monash.edu.au. 

Outline you area of interest, and available time (current and / or future).

I will be looking to appoint responsibility to those who would like to commit regular time to this. There will be guidance and training provided as well as the opportunity to make this your own for those with time and enthusiasm to do so!

There are some fun smaller task for those who have less availability.

Hope to hear from you soon.

Warm Regards, 

Cathy

 

08. Awesome software pick of the edition - PDF XChange Viewer
 

Here at Biol central we've been taking advantage of an awesome piece of software first introduced to us during Murry Logan's 3rd year 'Research Methods in Biology' unit, which has been making our lives oh so much easier - and we thought we'd share it with you so you don't have to wait 'till 3rd year. 

 

It's called PDF-Xchange. It is a freeware PDF reader and is pretty much the most useful study tool since endnote (we'll tell you about that in a later edition). 

 

Unlike Adobe reader it lets you highlight, write text into, and generally annotate pdf lecture slides and journal articles without having to print them. 

 

It also lets you copy text and images from a pdf into word without killing the formating - which is handy when you want to re-word something for an essay or harvest graphs and figures from a journal article.

 

In short Adobe is a massive fail, use this instead:

 

Info:

http://www.docu-track.com/home/prod_user/PDF-XChange_Tools/pdfx_viewer
 

Download it here (first one in the list) : 
http://www.docu-track.com/downloads/users/
 

09. Fun Science - Vampire Ecology in the Jossverse
 

University of Central Florida physicist Costas Efthimiou, has claimed that that simple logic dictates that vampires could not possibley exist. He took out the calculator to prove that if a vampire sucked one person’s blood each month, after a couple of years there would be no people left, just vampires. He started his calculations with just one vampire and 537 million humans on Jan. 1, 1600 and showed that the human population would be down to zero by July 1602.

But that’s assuming there’s no predation of the vampires by humans. Enter Brian Thomas, PhD candidate in ecology at Stanford. 

Thomas addresses the issue in his paper,Vampire Ecology in the Jossverse, which outlines how human and vampire populations can co-exist and reach a stable equilibrium given relatively high predation by a kick-ass slayer, and a vampire mythos where vampires only rarely produce additional vampires (on average each vampire creates only one additional vampire per year in the Buffyverse).

The paper can be viewed here: 

 

http://www.hphomeview.com/Tips/Vampire%20Ecology%20in%20the%20Jossverse.pdf
 

 

-- 
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