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1.0              Earth Action BBQ and Human Sign

Monday 29th March (this coming Monday)

Earth Action

CALLING ALL MONASH STUDENTS! WE NEED YOUR HELP! DEMAND 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY AT MONASH BY 2015! LARGE HUMAN SIGN! FREE SUSTAINABLE BBQ! MENZIES LAWN! 1PM ONWARDS! BE THERE!

Monash University is participating in its own Earth Hour from 1pm to 2pm on Monday the 29th of March. This is great, but we want more than just an hour for the environment, we want 100% commitment. 

In 2007, Monash signed the Talloires Declaration in which they committed to move forward to a sustainable future and set an example of environmental responsibility. The current energy goals of Monash will expire at the end of 2010. It is therefore time to push the university to set some new goals.

Join us, the students of Monash, on the Menzies lawn from 1pm to make a large HUMAN SIGN and let Monash know that we want 100% RENEWABLE ENERGY AT MONASH BY 2015! There will be a FREE barbeque at this event to provide food for everyone that signs the petition and/or participates in the sign. Food will include sustainable sausages, vegetables, etc. 

As a university, Monash are global leaders in developing change. As students, we need to push the university to set serious examples to seriously green up their act. It is time to bring the student perspective to the negotiating table; it is time for Monash to GO BOLDLY.

Facebook event page:

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=108705942490001&index=1 
2.0                      Murray Logan’s farewell BBQ         Thursday 1st April

Murray Logan has not only been one of the best biology lecturers at Monash for years, but he has also been a long time supporter of the Biological Society. He was on the committee for 10 years when he was doing his undergrad and postgrad study. Murray is leaving over the mid-semester break so we thought we would honour him by holding a barbeque. And don't forget to wear a silly hat (for those who don't know, students in Murray's labs are required to wear a silly hat).

Sausages, veggie burgers, soft drink and alcohol will be available at the barbeque which is running 1pm – 2:30 pm on Thursday 1st April (next week) and will in the same place as our first BBQ (‘Boob lawn’).

Also we will be holding our elections for our final committee positions at the bbq. The positions available are: 

First Year Representative

Assistant Treasurer

Assistant Secretary

If you feel like you want to get involved in the biological society and you want to nominate yourself for one or more of the positions, or if you have any questions about the positions, email our secretary Sarah at  secretary@biologicalsociety.com.au  

See you at the barbeque

Facebook event: 

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=108705942490001&index=1#!/event.php?eid=106746069354925&ref=ts 
3.0                            Phillip Island volunteer camp

Once again we are making a trip to Phillip Island to volunteer and help out rangers at the Phillip Island Nature Park. Accommodation will be at the Volunteer house, which is close to the Penguin Parade and a short walk to a beautiful beach. The trip will include free entry to the Penguin Parade for one night of the camp.

Dates:  Monday 5th April to Friday 9th April during mid-semester break.

Cost:  $60 MSA card, $70 without

This price includes food for the duration of the trip, accommodation and reimbursement of petrol costs for carpool drivers of up to $40 .Travel will be carpooling, leaving from Monash on the Monday morning and returning on Friday afternoon. 

A variety of interesting activities are planned, and there will be space for free activities in the late afternoon and evenings. In addition to this, some students who attend will get to help researchers with field work and in the process get some hands on experience in research that goes on at the park.  

This is often the most fun that we have during the year and it’s a great chance to meet some other biology students who are interested in volunteering and conservation. The volunteer house is modern and comfortable and has TV and a large kitchen to cook group meals. Beds are bunks and there are a numerous small bedrooms and bathrooms throughout the volunteer house.

Numbers are limited to 20 people! So get in quick and register under the following link!

Click here to register for Phillip Island Volunteer Camp, 5/4/2010 - 9/4/2010

Further information will be provided to those who register.

4.0    Toolangi Social Camp (New Dates)

The Toolangi social camp has (triumphantly) returned and will now be run from the 30th April to the 2nd May. Those who are interested will unfortunately need to re-register their details. More information will be sent out in the coming weeks as well as a link to re-register.

Where:  Toolangi

Note:  We'll be camping on private property but will have access to water, bathrooms etc.

Cost:  $60 with MSA card and $70 without; which will include transport for the whole weekend, entrance into Healesville Sanctuary and food for the whole weekend including a pub meal.

5.0      Boxing in Benalla: Regent Honeyeater Project (16th-18th April) Reminder

Don’t forget next month we are heading up to Benalla for a weekend of volunteer work with the Regent Honeyeater Project. Each year, the Regent Honeyeater Project monitors nest boxes in the Lurg Hills, checking for use by Squirrel Gliders, Sugar Gliders and Brush-tailed Phascogales. There are also an extra 30 nest boxes in areas with heavy mistletoe infestations, where we will be checking for Brush-tailed and Ring-tailed Possums. 

The Monash University Biological Society will be going up on the weekend of the 16th of April to the 18th April.

Accommodation will be at the Benalla Scout Hall. Transport will be carpooling, leaving from Monash University on Friday 16th April at 5pm. We will need to carry ladders to reach some nest boxes, so cars with roof racks are preferred. 

Please supply your own food for breakfast on Saturday, lunches on Saturday and Sunday, and food for a BBQ Saturday night at the Old Lurg School. 

When:  16/4/2010 - 18/4/2010, leaving from Monash University at 5pm on the 16th. 

Where:  Lurg Hills, just outside of Benalla 

Cost:  Free!!

How to register: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEtYTVEtRHQxdktmT3pmOC0yMldDanc6MA 
6.0    Reminder: Environment and Social Justice Week is NEXT WEEK

A lot of interesting activities are planned including the Earth Action mentioned earlier in this email which is occurring on Monday. Activities run from Monday to Thursday.

Check out the Facebook page for all relevant details and to ensure you don’t miss out:

http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=374983806599&ref=ts 
7.0   Amphibian Caterpillars discovered in Hawaii!

Researchers at the University of Hawaii have discovered that caterpillars of the moth genus Hyposmocoma can thrive in both aquatic and terrestrial environments; making them the first truly amphibian insect to be discovered. It is believed that even without specialised gills, they are able to breathe oxygen directly from air and water.

The full article can be found here

http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/57525/title/Hawaiian_caterpillars_are_first_known_amphibious_insects 
8.0   Job opportunities (post university)

8.1

Sustainability Officer 

GWMWater 

GWMWater is an innovative and exciting employer that is committed to contributing to the sustainable growth of communities within the Grampians, Wimmera and Mallee regions.

GWMWater recognises staff as its greatest asset and is committed to providing a working environment that encourages and rewards excellence. In this challenging role you will become part of a professional team which fosters staff development and is outcome focused.

GWMWater offers exceptional working conditions including discounted gym and health insurance membership, an active social club, paid parental leave and other flexible working arrangements to assist staff achieve an effective work life balance.

The role is located in Horsham, the capital of the beautiful Wimmera Region, on the doorstep to the Grampians National Park and is only three short hours from Melbourne or the magnificent Victorian South West Coast. This progressive city boasts first class educational, cultural, sporting and social facilities. Horsham offers a warm and welcoming community for those wanting to experience a safe and healthy rural lifestyle.

Currently applications are being sought for:

Sustainability Officer

This position is responsible for the delivery of workplace sustainability programs to increase staff awareness and participation and promote sustainable practice.  Working closely with the Environmental Systems Officer and staff from other work groups, the position will assist development and implementation of the Corporations Environmental Management System (EMS), Sustainability Strategy and Wastewise Plan and provide technical advice regarding environmental management and sustainability.

Further information about this exciting opportunity is available from our website at www.gwmwater.org.au or by contacting Nigel Binney, Manager Sustainable Resources on 1300 659 961.

Applications for this vacancy close on Friday 9 April 2010.

Applications for the above position must include the position name and should be marked ‘Private and Confidential’ and addressed to the Manager People and Culture at the address below.

Email applications can be sent to: recruitment@gwmwater.org.au 
GWMWater is an EEO employer, provides a smoke-free work environment, and is committed to continuously improving our quality, safety and environmental systems.

If you would like to receive information in relation to this vacancy in an accessible format such as large print, please contact the People and Culture Division on 1300 659 961, or email recruitment@gwmwater.org.au    

http://www.envirojobs.com.au/search.php?n=1&id=20114&state=VIC 
8.2

Research Officer - Ecologist 

Latrobe University 

Full-time, 2 year fixed-term (Level A) position in the School of Life Sciences, Department of Zoology.

We seek an ecologist for a study by a team from La Trobe and Deakin Universities of biodiversity refuges in fire prone landscapes.  We plan to study a range of taxa including birds, mammals, invertebrates, and plants to examine factors influencing the value of unburnt patches as refuges following large-scale, intense fires. Duties include: coordinate and carry out research in foothills forests of Victoria; site selection, coordination of people, equipment and permits to carry out field work, data curation and liaison with land managers.

This position requires a postgraduate qualification or equivalent experience in a relevant biological or environmental science. We are also looking for a strong field biologist. Research experience in vegetation survey and analysis is advantageous. As the successful candidate you must also have: excellent written/oral skills; demonstrated ability to work effectively as part of a diverse team and of both giving and taking directions. You must be fit and capable of walking long distances. Competent in using Arcview and Access; 4x4 experience and a first-aid qualification are required.

Campus:  Bundoora

Remuneration:  Package of $57,835 to $78,489 p.a. (inclusive of 17% employer superannuation).

Reference no:  50017603

 Closing date:  Close of Business, Friday, 9th April, 2010

 La Trobe University is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

To apply and for further information visit www.latrobe.edu.au/jobs 
For enquiries telephone (03) 9479 1365

http://www.envirojobs.com.au/search.php?n=1&id=20186&state=VIC 
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